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About the Cover: 

By God’s gift, no 

mere man has arisen 

with wisdom like 

Solomon. However, 

Jesus is Himself 

Wisdom. He is not 

merely wise in a 

human way like 

Solomon; He is the 

very source of all 

wisdom 

(1 Corinthians 1:24). 

He showed this 

when He taught the 

teachers in 

Jerusalem as a boy. 

No one will ever 

arise like Him. For 

Jesus alone is the 

only Savior of the 

world. He makes us 

wise unto salvation 

by way of His work 

on the cross and 

resurrection. 
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH AND STUDENT CENTER 
 Rev. Marty Marks   511 Russell Road                               January 4, 2025   

Rev@godwithusilc.org                DeKalb, IL  60115           8 a.m. in person, YouTube & FB live 
                                                                                                         10:30 a.m. Radio Service 

 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
The Theme for Worship: This Sunday we celebrate “Epiphany Sunday” when Jesus is revealed to the 
world as the savior. The arrival of the Wise Men in the “Christmas Story” points us to Jesus coming not 
just for God’s chosen people the Jew but for all of humanity.  

********************************************************************************************** 
The Ringing of the Bells 
Welcome 
Sharing of the Peace 

♫Opening Hymn: “Once in Royal David’s City” ---LSB #376 

1 Once in royal David’s city 

    Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

    Where a mother laid her baby 

    In a manger for His bed: 

    Mary was that mother mild, 

    Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

2 He came down to earth from heaven, 

    Who is God and Lord of all, 

    And His shelter was a stable, 

    And His cradle was a stall; 

    With the poor and mean and lowly 

    Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

3 For He is our childhood’s pattern, 

    Day by day like us He grew; 

    He was little, weak, and helpless, 

    Tears and smiles like us He knew; 

    And He feels for all our sadness, 

    And He shares in all our gladness. 
 

4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, 

    Through His own redeeming love; 

    For that child so dear and gentle 

    Is our Lord in heav’n above; 

    And He leads His children on 

    To the place where He is gone. 
 

5 Not in that poor, lowly stable 

    With the oxen standing by 

    Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 

    Set at God’s right hand on high. 

    Then like stars His children, crowned, 

    All in white, His praise will sound! 

mailto:Rev@godwithusilc.org
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The Invocation 

P  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us  

from all unrighteousness. 
  

        Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

♫ Kyrie                                                                                        ---LSB p.#152 
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The Hymn of Praise: “This Is the Feast” 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

P &  C  O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the 

Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine 

presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen.  
  

Service of The Word 

Old Testament Reading      Isaiah 60:1–6 
                  1Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2For 

behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon 

you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 

brightness of your rising. 4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to 

you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5Then you shall 

see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to 

you,  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 

camels of Midian and Ephah;  all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 

frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

P   This is the Word of the Lord.               C   Thanks be to God. 
 

 Epistle                  Ephesians 3:1–12 
 1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming that 

you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was 

made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my 

insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations 

as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the 

Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus 

through the gospel.  7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which 

was given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this 

grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light for 

everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 
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 10so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in 

Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in 

him. 

            P  This is the Word of the Lord.                              C  Thanks be to God.   
 

♫ Alleluia and Verse                                                                          LSB p. #156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel                                                                                       Matthew 2:1–12 

     P   The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew the 2nd chapter. 

        
 

 

 1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 

men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For 

we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was 

troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 

inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 

written by the prophet: 6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 

the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod 

summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8And he 

sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, 

bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their 

way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over 

the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped 

him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And 

being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 

                P   This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
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♫ Hymn of the Day: “As with Gladness Men of Old”             ---LSB #397  

1 As with gladness men of old 

     Did the guiding star behold; 

     As with joy they hailed its light, 

     Leading onward, beaming bright; 

     So, most gracious Lord, may we 

     Evermore be led by Thee. 
 

2 As with joyful steps they sped, 

    Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 

    There to bend the knee before 

    Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore; 

    So may we with willing feet 

    Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 
 

3 As they offered gifts most rare 

    At Thy cradle, rude and bare, 

    So may we with holy joy, 

    Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

    All our costliest treasures bring, 

    Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King. 
 

4 Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 

    Keep us in the narrow way; 

    And when earthly things are past, 

    Bring our ransomed souls at last 

    Where they need no star to guide, 

    Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 
 

5 In the heav’nly country bright 

    Need they no created light; 

    Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

    Thou its sun which goes not down; 

    There forever may we sing 

    Alleluias to our King. 
         Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon               Rev. John Prohl 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 

His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men 

and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 

and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both 

the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
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  the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 

holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I 

look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

The Offering  - the plates are brought forward  
(An offering plate is available in the narthex; plates will not be passed during the worship service. Immanuel has 

the ability to accept offerings through online giving. Families can easily give one-time or set up as recurring gifts. 

Simply make a secure donation via electronic check by visiting www.ImmanuelDeKalb.com. If you choose to set 

up a recurring gift, you will be prompted by email to create your own online donor account to manage your gifts.) 
 

♫ Offertory           LSB p. #159   

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

Announcements 
 

Prayers of the Church  
The Leader says prayers for specific and general concerns of God’s people, following each petition with “Lord in 

your mercy” to which the congregation responds with “Hear our prayer.” 

 
Service of the Sacrament 

(The Lord’s Supper is celebrated in this service in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness 

of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table those who trust 

His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us.  If you share 

this confession, we invite you to commune with us. If you have doubts or questions concerning this confession of 

our faith community, we ask that you withhold participation until receiving clarification or instruction from our 

pastor. The pastor will also offer a blessing to any unconfirmed children who desire it.  Special instruction about 

how to partake in the supper will be explained during the service in response to Covid-19 precautions.) 
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Preface 

P  The Lord be with you.                        C  And also with you.  

P  Lift up your hearts,                                C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from 

before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being 

found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 

♫ Sanctus 

       

       

       

       
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P   Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant 

joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His 

blood on the cross. Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the 

ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

      give us this day our daily bread;  

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

      For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

P  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C Amen 
 

♫ Agnus Dei 

      

      

      

      
 

♫ Distribution Hymns:  

♫ “The Star Proclaims the King Is Here”    ---LSB #399 

1 The star proclaims the King is here; 

But, Herod, why this senseless fear? 

For He who offers heav’nly birth 

Seeks not the kingdoms of this earth. 
 

2 The eastern sages saw from far 

And followed on His guiding star; 

And, led by light, to light they trod 

And by their gifts confessed their God. 
 

3 Within the Jordan’s sacred flood 

The heav’nly Lamb in meekness stood 

That He, of whom no sin was known, 

Might cleanse His people from their own. 
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4 And oh, what miracle divine, 

When water reddened into wine! 

He spoke the word, and forth it flowed 

In streams that nature ne’er bestowed. 
 

 5 For this Thy glad epiphany 

All glory, Jesus, be to Thee, 

Whom with the Father we adore, 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 
            Text: Public domain 

 

♫ “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”     ---LSB #374  

1 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

    There He lay, the Undefiled, 

    To the world a stranger. 

    Such a babe in such a place, 

    Can He be the Savior? 

    Ask the saved of all the race 

    Who have found His favor. 
 

2 Angels sang about His birth, 

    Wise Men sought and found Him; 

    Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 

    Glory all around Him. 

    Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 

    Heard the angels singing; 

    All the plains were lit that night, 

    All the hills were ringing. 
 

3 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

    He is still the Undefiled 

    But no more a stranger. 

    Son of God of humble birth, 

    Beautiful the story; 

    Praise His name in all the earth; 

    Hail the King of glory! 
         Text: Public domain 
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♫ “Sent Forth by God’s Blessings”     ---LSB #643  

1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, 

    Our true faith confessing, 

    The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

    The Supper is ended. 

    O now be extended 

    The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

    The seed of His teaching, 

    Receptive souls reaching, 

    Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

    His grace did invite us, 

    His love shall unite us 

    To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 
 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

    To God ever-living, 

    The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 

    Our faith ever sharing, 

    In love ever caring, 

    Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 

    With Your feast You feed us, 

    With Your light now lead us; 

    Unite us as one in this life that we share. 

    Then may all the living 

    With praise and thanksgiving 

    Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 
         Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001197 
 

Benediction 
 

Silent Prayers 
 

Postlude 
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          THE WORSHIP SERVICE IS BROADCAST EACH SUNDAY AT 10:30 A.M. ON WLBK 1360. 
 

Altar Flowers: “To the glory of God and in gratitude for all He has done for us and in hopeful trust for  

                           what 2026 will bring,” by the people of Immanuel.  
 

Radio Broadcast: “To the glory of God and in gratitude for all He has done for us and in hopeful trust  

                               for what 2026 will bring,” by the people of Immanuel.  

 
TO BE A SPONSOR:  Contact the office to reserve a date.             
        Cost: $50 Flowers. 
        $250 One-hour radio broadcast of the church service; $125 Half-sponsorships are also available.  
        Make your check out to Immanuel, with a notation on the memo line saying, “flowers,” or “radio.” 
        These   checks may be placed in the offering plate or mailed to the church office. 
 

OPEN FLOWER SPONSORSHIPS: January 11 & 18; February 8 & 15; March 8 & 15; April 19 

                                                                

OPEN RADIO SPONSORSHIPS: January 11, 18 & 25; February 8; March 15, 22 & 29; April 5, 19 & 26 

    ****************************** 

Rev. Marty Marks, Pastor 815-501-3951; rev@godwithusilc.org 
C-J Motisi, Adult Choir Director, LCMS certified Lay Minister  cj.cmsc@gmail.com 630-664-8005  
Katie Martinez, Pre-School Director, 815-756-6669 (o); LittleLambs@godwithusilc.org 
Darlene Hillman, Office Manager, 815-756-6669; office@godwithusilc.org       
Alma Sanchez, Secretary, almas@immanueldekalb.com 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday – Thursday: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
CHURCH PHONE:  815-756-6669; 756-6675; Fax:  815-756-9585 
OFFICE E-MAIL:  office@godwithusilc.org                      
CHURCH  WEBSITE:  www.ImmanuelDeKalb.com 
 

PARTICIPANTS January 4, 2025 

Altar Guild: Carolyn McQuillan 

           8:00 a.m.          10:30 a.m. 

Musicians C-J Motisi, Soloist & Pianist Angela Pringnitz- Spiritwind 

Pastor  Rev. John Prohl Rev. John Prohl 

Acolyte Michael Martinez Irene Pringnitz  

Lay Reader Yvette Lubbers Jackson Harms 

Radio Narrator Tammy Tiggelaar --- 

Videographer/Sound Kevin Harms Doug Nelson 

Slides Doug Nelson Mia Yelich 

Ushers Hayden Harms, Jeff Bannister &  

Dennis Martinez  

Will Michels & Dan Lohmeier  

 

Communion Assist.  Kevin Harms & Ron Feldmann Brian Pringnitz & Dan Lohmeier 

mailto:rev@godwithusilc.org
mailto:cj.cmsc@gmail.com
mailto:LittleLambs@godwithusilc.org
mailto:office@godwithusilc.org
mailto:office@godwithusilc.org
http://www.immanueldekalb.com/

