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About the Cover: 

Seats of honor at a 

wedding feast are not 

taken. They are given 

by the host. So also, 

our honor before 

God is not something 

that we take. It has 

been given to us by 

Jesus, the Son of 

God. Even though 

Jesus deserved the 

greatest seat of 

honor, He took the 

shame of the cross on 

our behalf. But He 

was exalted. He rose, 

ascended, and is 

seated at the right 

hand of the Father. 

Graciously, God 

”raised us up with 

Him and seated us 

with Him in the 

heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus.” 

(Ephesians 2:6) 
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH AND STUDENT CENTER 
Rev. Marty Marks  
Rev@godwithusilc.org 
August 31, 2025 

DeKalb, IL   60115 
511 Russell Road 

       

            9:00 AM In person              
             & Face Book Live 

     10:30 AM WLBK 1360 Radio  
 

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  
Theme For Worship: All three of our lessons today talk about us having a proper 
understanding of our place in regard to others and warning against arrogance or hubris. 
This morning we’ll examine the concept of the “diamond in the rough” and how when we 
view things through Jesus’ eyes, we see people in a different light.  
 

*************** 

The Ringing of the Bells    ♫ Pre-Service Music  Welcome 

♫ Opening Hymn: “God Himself Is Present”  ---LSB # 907  

1 God Himself is present: 

    Let us now adore Him 

    And with awe appear before Him. 

God is in His temple; 

    All within keep silence; 

    Humbly kneel in deepest rev’rence. 

He alone On His throne 

    Is our God and Savior; 

    Praise His name forever! 

 

2 God Himself is present: 

    Hear the harps resounding; 

    See the hosts the throne surrounding. 

“Holy, holy, holy!” 

    Hear the hymn ascending, 

    Songs of saints and angels blending. 

Bow Your ear 

To us here: 

    Hear, O Christ, the praises 

    That Your Church now raises. 

 

3 Fount of ev’ry blessing, 

    Purify my spirit, 

    Trusting only in Your merit. 

Like the holy angels, 

    Worshiping before You, 

    May I ceaselessly adore You. 

Let Your will 

Ever still 

    Rule Your Church terrestrial 

    As the hosts celestial. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Confession & Absolution 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

mailto:Rev@godwithusilc.org
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Kyrie 

        

          
 LSB 186 

           

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you 

 
P Let us pray 

C  O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to follow the example of 

Your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure 

hearts and minds avoid ungodly pride; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Old Testament Reading Proverbs 25:2–10 

2It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to search things out. 
3As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, so the heart of kings is unsearchable. 
4Take away the dross from the silver, and the smith has material for a vessel; 
5take away the wicked from the presence of the king, and his throne will be established in 

righteousness. 6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the great, 
7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 

What your eyes have seen  8do not hastily bring into court, for what will you do in the end, when 

your neighbor puts you to shame? 9Argue your case with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal 

another’s secret, 10lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, and your ill repute have no end. 

P  This is the Word of the Lord.             C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 13:1–17 
 1Let brotherly love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby 

some have entertained angels unawares. 3Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison 

with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. 4Let marriage be held in 

honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and 

adulterous. 5Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has 

said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6So we can confidently say, 

“The Lord is my helper; 

 I will not fear; 

what can man do to me?” 

 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of 

their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
9Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened 

by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited those devoted to them. 10We have an altar from 

which those who serve the tent have no right to eat. 11For the bodies of those animals whose blood is 

brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 12So 

Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood. 
13Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured. 14For here we have 

no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 15Through him then let us continually offer up a 

sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 16Do not neglect to do 

good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

 17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those 

who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be 

of no advantage to you. 

      P This is the Word of the Lord. C  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Children’s Message  Pastor Marty  
 

Alleluia  ---LSB #190 
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Holy Gospel Luke 14:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 14th chapter. 

  
    

 1One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, they were 

watching him carefully. 2And behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy. 3And Jesus 

responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 4But they 

remained silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him away. 5And he said to them, “Which 

of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull 

him out?” 6And they could not reply to these things. 

 7Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose the places 

of honor, saying to them, 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a 

place of honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, 9and he who invited you 

both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin with shame 

to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your 

host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of 

all who sit at table with you. 11For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 

himself will be exalted.” 

 12He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not 

invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in 

return and you be repaid. 13But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 

blind, 14and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection 

of the just.” 

 P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  maker of heaven and earth 

     and of all things visible and invisible. 

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried.  

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will 

have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son,  who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection 

of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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♫ Sermon Hymn: “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” ---LSB 685  

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

    Follow His example pure, 

Through a world that would deceive us 

    And to sin our spirits lure. 

Onward in His footsteps treading, 

    Pilgrims here, our home above, 

    Full of faith and hope and love, 

Let us do the Father’s bidding. 

    Faithful Lord, with me abide; 

    I shall follow where You guide. 

 

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus 

    And with patience bear our cross. 

Joy will follow all our sadness; 

    Where He is, there is no loss. 

Though today we sow no laughter, 

    We shall reap celestial joy; 

    All discomforts that annoy 

Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 

    Jesus, here I share Your woe; 

    Help me there Your joy to know. 

 

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 

    Since by death He conquered death, 

He will free us from destruction, 

    Give to us immortal breath. 

Let us mortify all passion 

    That would lead us into sin; 

    And the grave that shuts us in 

Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 

    Jesus, here with You I die, 

    There to live with You on high. 

 

4 Let us also live with Jesus. 

    He has risen from the dead 

That to life we may awaken. 

    Jesus, You are now our head. 

We are Your own living members; 

    Where You live, there we shall be 

    In Your presence constantly, 

Living there with You forever. 

    Jesus, let me faithful be, 

    Life eternal grant to me. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001197 
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Sermon: “Looking For the Diamond in the Rough ”         Rev. Marty Marks  

 
Offering 

(An offering plate is available in the narthex; plates will not be passed during the worship service.  

Immanuel now has the ability to accept offerings through online giving. Families can easily give 

one-time or set up as recurring gifts. Simply make a secure donation via electronic check by visiting 

www.ImmanuelDeKalb.com. If you choose to set up a recurring gift, you will be prompted by email 

to create your own online donor account to manage your gifts.)   

 

♫ Offertory  

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

 Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Announcements  
 
Prayers of the Church  

The Leader says prayers for specific and general concerns of God’s people, following each petition 

with “Lord in your mercy” to which the congregation responds with “Hear our prayer.” 

 
Service of the Sacrament 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated in this service in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table 
those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and 
loves us.  If you share this confession, we invite you to commune with us. If you have doubts or questions 
concerning this confession of our faith community, we ask that you withhold participation until receiving 
clarification or instruction from our pastor. The pastor will also offer a blessing to any unconfirmed children 
who desire it.  Gluten free wafers are available upon request.  Grape juice is available in the center ring of the 
communion tray.  

 

 Preface LSB #194 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to 
us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, 
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and 
lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise 
again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus                                                                                                           LSB #195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
   give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after 
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 

cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.           

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei           LSB #198 

 

 

 

 

 
  
The Sacrament Is Distributed for Us to Receive 

                 
♫Distribution Hymns:  
♫ “Jesus Comes Today with Healing” LSB #620 

1 Jesus comes today with healing, 

Knocking at my door, appealing, 

    Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace. 

He Himself makes preparation, 

And I hear His invitation: 

    “Come and taste the blessèd feast.” 

 

2 Christ Himself, the priest presiding, 

Yet in bread and wine abiding 

    In this holy sacrament, 

Gives the bread of life, once broken, 

And the cup, the precious token 

    Of His sacred covenant. 

 

3 Under bread and wine, though lowly, 

I receive the Savior holy, 

    Blood and body, giv’n for me, 

Very Lamb of God from heaven, 
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Who to bitter death was given, 

    Hung upon the cursèd tree. 

 

4 God descends with heav’nly power, 

Gives Himself to me this hour 

    In this ordinary sign. 

On my tongue His pledge receiving, 

I accept His grace, believing 

    That I taste His love divine. 

 

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

Whose own feast of love I savor, 

    Bidden by His gracious call. 

Wedding garments He provides me, 

With a robe of white He hides me, 

    Fits me for the royal hall. 

 

6 Now have I found consolation, 

Comfort in my tribulation, 

    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 

God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 

Cleanses me from sin and error, 

    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001197 

 
♫ “O Bless the Lord, My Soul” LSB #814 

1 O bless the Lord, my soul! 

    Let all within me join 

And aid my tongue to bless His name 

    Whose favors are divine. 

 

2 O bless the Lord, my soul, 

    Nor let His mercies lie 

Forgotten in unthankfulness 

    And without praises die! 

 

3 ’Tis He forgives thy sins; 

    ’Tis He relieves thy pain; 

’Tis He that heals thy sicknesses 

    And makes thee young again. 

 

4 He crowns thy life with love 

    When ransomed from the grave; 

He that redeemed my soul from hell 

    Hath sov’reign pow’r to save. 
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5 He fills the poor with good; 

    He gives the suff’rers rest. 

The Lord hath judgments for the proud 

    And justice for th’oppressed. 

 

6 His wondrous works and ways 

    He made by Moses known, 

But sent the world His truth and grace 

    By His belovèd Son. 
          Text: Public domain 

 

♫ “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” LSB #643 
1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, 

    Our true faith confessing, 

The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

    The Supper is ended. 

    O now be extended 

The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

    The seed of His teaching, 

    Receptive souls reaching, 

Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

    His grace did invite us, 

    His love shall unite us 

To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

    To God ever-living, 

The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 

    Our faith ever sharing, 

    In love ever caring, 

Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 

    With Your feast You feed us, 

    With Your light now lead us; 

Unite us as one in this life that we share. 

    Then may all the living 

    With praise and thanksgiving 

Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 
      Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001197 

 
Benediction 
 
Silent Prayers 
 
Postlude 
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THE WORSHIP SERVICE IS BROADCAST EACH SUNDAY AT 10:30 A.M. ON WLBK 1360. 

       Altar Flowers: “To the glory of God,” by the people of Immanuel.  
 

Radio Broadcast: “To the glory of God in celebration of the birthdays of Beckett, Laura and Matt,” by 

Rob & Tammy Tiggelaar..  

  

TO BE A SPONSOR:  Contact the office to reserve a date.             

        Cost: $45 Flowers. 

        $250 One-hour radio broadcast of the church service; $125 Half-sponsorships are also available.  

       Make your check out to Immanuel, with a notation on the memo line saying, “flowers,” or “radio.” 

       These   checks may be placed in the offering plate or mailed to the church office. 

OPEN FLOWER SPONSORSHIPS: September full; October full; November full; December 21 

OPEN RADIO SPONSORSHIPS: September 14; October-Full; November 2, 9, 23 & 26;  

 December 14 & 21 

****************************** 
Rev. Marty Marks, Pastor 815-501-3951; rev@godwithusilc.org 

C-J Motisi, Adult Choir Director, LCMS certified Lay Minister  cj.cmsc@gmail.com 630-664-8005  

Katie Martinez, Pre-School Director, 815-756-6669 (o); LittleLambs@godwithusilc.org 

Darlene Hillman, Office Manager, 815-756-6669; office@godwithusilc.org       

Alma Sanchez, Secretary, almas@immanueldekalb.com 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday – Thursday: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  

CHURCH PHONE:  815-756-6669; 756-6675; Fax:  815-756-9585 

OFFICE E-MAIL:  office@godwithusilc.org                      

CHURCH  WEBSITE:  www.ImmanuelDeKalb.com 

LITTLE LAMBS WEBSITE: www.littlelambsdekalb.com  

PARTICIPANTS August 31, 2025 

Altar Guild: Carolyn McQuillan 

     9:00 a.m.   

Musician Linda Conrad, Organist; C-J Motisi, Pianist 

Pastor/Children’s Message  Rev. Marty Marks 

Acolyte Chloe Marks 

Lay Reader Jackson Harms 

Radio Narrator Sue Harms 

Videographer/Sound Mark Misic  

Slides Kevin Harms 

Ushers Jackson Harms, Dan Lohmeier, Taylor McWilliams 

Communion Assistant Tom Sawyer, Dan Lohmeier 
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