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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH AND STUDENT CENTER
Rev. Marty Marks DeKalb, IL 60115 7:00 PM In person
Rev@godwithusilc.or 511 Russell Road & Face Book Live
December 07, 2022

The Second Midweek Advent Service
“John The Baptizer and a Terrible Wonder”

In consideration of your fellow worshipers, please be sure to turn off your cell phone.
*Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

JPre-Service Music: “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”
Welcome
The Invocation

The Collect
(®) Almighty God, You gave Your servant John the Baptist to be the forerunner of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, in both his preaching of repentance and his innocent death. Grant that we, who have died
and risen with Christ in Holy Baptism, may daily repent of our sins, patiently suffer for the sake of
the truth, and fearlessly bear witness to His victory over death; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The First Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the

power of God. *° For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the
discerning I will thwart.” 2 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2* For since, in the wisdom
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we
preach to save those who believe. 2% For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 2 but we
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, ?* but to those who are
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. % For the
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 2 For
consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2 But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 22 God chose what is low
and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 2° so that no
human being might boast in the presence of God. *° And because of him you are in Christ Jesus,
who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3! so that, as
it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

J The Response: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” ---LSB 344
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Announces that the Lord is nigh; Our refuge and our great reward;
Awake and hearken, for he brings Without Thy grace we waste away
Glad tidings of the King of kings! Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.
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4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand A5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee

And make the fallen strong to stand; Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Show us the glory of Thy face Whom with the Father we adore
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. And Holy Spirit evermore.

The Second Reading: Luke 3:1-20

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. * And he went into all the
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is
written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5 Every valley shall be filled, and every
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places
shall become level ways, ¢ and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”” 7 He said therefore to the
crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from
the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our father.” For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children
for Abraham. ° Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” '° And the crowds asked him, “What then
shall we do?” * And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has
none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” *? Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said
to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” ** And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are
authorized to do.” 1* Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?”” And he said to them,
“Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your
wages.” 1° As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Christ, ‘¢ John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water,
but he who is mightier than | is coming, the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 7 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire.” 18 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. '° But Herod the
tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother's wife, and for all the evil things
that Herod had done, 2°added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison.

JThe Response: “When All the World Was Cursed” ---LSB 346

1 When all the world was cursed 2 Before he yet was born,
By Moses’ condemnation, He leaped in joyful meeting,
Saint John the Baptist came Confessing Him as Lord
With words of consolation. Whose mother he was greeting.
With true forerunner’s zeal By Jordan’s rolling stream,
The greater One he named, A new Elijah bold,
And Him, as yet unknown, He testified of Him
As Savior he proclaimed. Of whom the prophets told:



3 Behold the Lamb of God 4 O grant, dear Lord of love,

That bears the world’s transgression, That we receive, rejoicing,
Whose sacrifice removes The word proclaimed by John,
The devil’s dread oppression. Our true repentance voicing,
Behold the Lamb of God, That gladly we may walk
Who takes away our sin, Upon our Savior’s way

Who for our peace and joy Until we live with Him

Will full atonement win. In His eternal day.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110001197

The Message: “John The Baptizer and a Terrible Wonder” Rev. Marty Marks

Confession and Absolution
(P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

The Benediction

Silent Prayers
(An offering plate is available in the narthex; plates will not be passed during the worship service. Immanuel has
the ability to accept offerings through online giving. Families can easily give one-time or set up as recurring gifts.
Simply make a secure donation via electronic check by visiting www.lmmanuelDeKalb.com. If you choose to set
up a recurring gift, you will be prompted by email to create your own online donor account to manage your gifts.)
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Pastor: Rev. Marty Marks
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Pianist/Vocalist: C-J Motisi



