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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH AND STUDENT CENTER 

Rev. Marty Marks                               511 Russell Road                          October 9, 2022 
Rev@godwithusilc.org                       DeKalb, IL  60115                    9:00 a.m. In Person 
                                                                                                         & Face Book Live          

The Order of Service For The 25th Anniversary of The Ordination 

of 

Rev. Marty Marks 
The Prelude                              

 

The Ringing Of The Bells 

 

+ (Please rise and face the Cross as it is processed.) 

 

The Processional Hymn:  “Lift High the Cross”  LSB #837; vs. 1, 2, 5 & 6  

ref  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

 Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod, 

Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 

 

2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain 

 

  5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 

 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 

                     Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001197 

 

+ The Invocation  

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  This is the name by which our God reveals Himself to us. 

C:  This is the name by which we baptize. 

P:   In this name we have gathered to hear His Word 

C:  In this name we have gathered to celebrate the Lord’s Supper 

P:  In this name we celebrate today the faithful service of our beloved brother. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

mailto:Rev@godwithusilc.org
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The Hymn Of Praise: “This Is the Feast” LSB pg. 155  

C:   This is the feast of victory for our God. 

   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

The Prayer Of The Day 

 P:  Almighty God, through Your Son Jesus Christ You gave the holy apostles many gifts and  

commanded them to feed Your flock.  Inspire all pastors to preach Your Word diligently, 

Your people to receive it willingly, and all of us to use it for the glory and furthering of 

Your Kingdom, that finally we may receive the crown of eternal glory; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
 

*     God’s Word To Us Jeremiah 20:9 

    9 But if I say, “I will not mention his word or speak anymore in his name,” his word is in my 

heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot. 

 

† Faithful To The Word † 
 

P:  Twenty-five years ago a young man stood before the Almighty God in humble submission 

to his calling in order to be ordained into the Holy Ministry.  That man was Marty Marks. 

He has served God, keeping the faith for twenty-five years.  And for that, we celebrate 

today. 
 

      During his ordination, he was asked if he accepted the canonical books of the Old and New 

Testaments to be the inspired Word of God and the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 

Today we celebrate his faithfulness to this pledge. 
 

         Do you, Pastor Marks, and do you who are gathered here today, accept that the books of the 

Old and New Testaments are in fact the inspired Word of God and the only infallible rule of 

faith and practice?  If so, answer "I do." 

C:  I do. 
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God’s Word To Us 1 Peter 3:15 
15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone   

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect, 

 

The Hymn: “Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing” LSB #584 

1 Faith and truth and life bestowing, 

    Open now the Scriptures, Lord, 

    Seed to life eternal sowing, 

    Scattered on the wind abroad. 

    Let not hearts, Your Word receiving, 

    Like a barren field be found, 

    Choked with thorns and unbelieving, 

    Shallow earth or stony ground. 

 

2 May the Spirit’s pow’r unceasing 

    Bring to life the hidden grain, 

    Daily in our hearts increasing, 

    Bearing fruit that shall remain. 

    So in Scripture, song, and story, 

    Savior, may Your voice be heard. 

    Till our eyes behold Your glory 

    Give us ears to hear Your Word. 
  Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001197 

 

†  Faithful To Our Creeds  † 

 

 P:  Twenty-five years ago, Marty Marks was asked if he accepted the three Ecumenical Creeds, 

namely the Apostles', the Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds, as faithful testimonies to the 

truth of the Holy Scriptures, and whether he rejected all errors which they condemned. 

 

 I now ask Pastor Marks and all those who are gathered here today to make a profession of 

your faith by accepting these creeds.  Do you accept the three Ecumenical Creeds, namely 

the Apostles', the Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds, as faithful testimonies to the truth of 

the Holy Scriptures, and do you reject all errors which they condemn?  If so, answer "I do." 

C: I do. 

 

God’s Word To Us Proverbs 27:17 
          17 As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another. 
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+     Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

       And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       The third day He rose again from the dead. 

       He ascended into heaven 

       and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

       the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

* The Song  ♫ “Ancient Words” --Led by Spiritwind  

1.  Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world;  

 They resound with God’s own heart,  

        O, let the ancient words impart;  

 Words of life, words of hope, give us strength help us cope;  

         In this world where’er we roam, ancient words will guide us home. 
 

       Chorus:  Ancient words, ever true, changing me, changing you;  

we have come with open hearts, O let the ancient words impart. 

Last time: We have come with open hearts,  

                         O let the ancient words impart.  O let the ancient words impart. 
 

2.  Holy words of our faith handed down to this age, came to us through sacrifice;  

        O, heed the faithful words of Christ;  

 Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world;  

        They resound with God’s own heart;  

 O, let the ancient words impart. 
 

†  Faithful To The Confessions of The Church  † 
 

P:  Twenty-five years ago, Marty Marks said he believed that the Unaltered Augsburg 

Confession is a true exposition of the Word of God and a correct exhibition of the doctrine of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church.  It is that belief which directed his teaching and preaching 

over the past twenty-five years.  It is the same belief which leads the teaching and preaching 

of each of our pastors within The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. 
      

  I now ask all of us assembled here today to join Pastor Marty in making this pledge one more 

time.  Do you believe that the Unaltered Augsburg Confession and the Confessions of the 

Church are a true exposition of the Word of God and a correct exhibition of the doctrine of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church?  If so, answer "I do." 

 C:  I do. 
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God’s Word To Us 2 Corinthians 4:5-7 

      5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for 

Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our 

hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.7 But we 

have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 

 

The Hymn:  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” LSB #411 vs. 1-3  

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

 

ref In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 

3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 
            Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001197 

 
 

†  Faithful To The Pastoral Office  † 
 

P: Twenty-five years ago Marty Marks promised to faithfully instruct both young and old in the 

chief articles of Christian doctrine; he promised to forgive the sins of those who repent, 

promised to never divulge the sins confessed to him as well as minister faithfully to the sick 

and dying and to demonstrate to the church a constant and ready ministry.  This he has 

faithfully done.  Even today God calls him to continue to serve many people and 

congregations in various ways. 

 

     Each one of us is called to serve God in our own way.  I now ask each of you to pledge a 

continued willingness to go where our Lord calls you.  Will you be attentive to the Lord's 

call and go where He leads you?  If so, answer "I will, with the help of God." 

C: I will, with the help of God. 
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God’s Word To Us  Matthew 28:18-20 

 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

Choir Anthem: “Here I Am Lord”  Adult Choir 
 

†  Faithful To The Holy Life  † 
 

P: One final question was asked of Pastor Marty Marks twenty-five years ago.  That was 

whether or not he was willing to adorn the office of the public ministry with a holy life.  This 

is a calling to all of us.  As members of the Church of Jesus Christ, we are called upon to 

serve God with a life which bears the fruit Christ has called us to bear. 

 I now ask each of you to renew your calling by Christ to live a life which allows others to see 

Christ within you.  Do you promise to serve Christ with a holy life?  If so, answer "I will, 

with the help of God." 

C: I will, with the help of God.  
 

God’s Word To US  John 21:15-19                                                               
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 

more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my 

lambs.” 16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, 

you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third time he said to 

him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third 

time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus 

said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and 

went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else 

will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of 

death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 
 

The Sermon Hymn:  “How Great Thou Art”  LSB #801 vs. 1, 3& 4 

1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; Refrain 

 

ref Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

    Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 

3 But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

    Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in— 

    That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

    He bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain 



7 | P a g e  
* = sit               + = stand 

4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

    And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

    Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

    And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” Refrain 
           Text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001197 

 

The Message Rev. John Prohl 

 

The Hymn: “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living” LSB #706  

1 Love in Christ is strong and living, 

    Binding faithful hearts in one; 

Love in Christ is true and giving. 

    May His will in us be done. 

 

2 Love is patient and forbearing, 

    Clothed in Christ’s humility, 

Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, 

    Reaching out in charity. 

 

3 Love in Christ abides forever, 

    Fainting not when ills attend; 

Love, forgiving and forgiven, 

    Shall endure until life’s end. 
      Text: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001197 

 

The Message                                                           Rev. Brad Urlaub 

 

The Offering & Signing of The Fellowship Book 

     (Please sign the fellowship book located in each pew and pass it to your neighbors 

      for signing as well.) 

 

+ The Offertory:  “We Praise You, O God”  LSB #785, vs. 1         

1 We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 

    In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

    We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You; 

    We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing. 

   Text: Public domain 

      

+ The Prayers  

P: O Lord, You have done great things for us and increased our gladness.  You have established 

and have maintained in this place the ministry of reconciliation through Your holy Word and 

blessed Sacraments.  We praise You and bless Your holy name. 

C: We give you thank, O Lord. 
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P: You have done great things for Your Church through Your faithful servant Marty Marks - 

the Pastor of this congregation.  You have called him to be a shepherd and overseer of the 

flock and have upheld his spirit and sustained his faith.  He has kept us in the knowledge of 

Christ and declared to Your people the counsels of Almighty God. You have given him the 

health and strength to bear his burdens of labor and comforted him in the face of temptation 

and strife.  You have redeemed him from destruction and crowned him with loving kindness 

and tender mercies. 

C: We give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

P: Today we give thanks that through the preaching and teaching and the life of Pastor Marks we 

have seen Jesus. May the ministry of Immanuel continue to be about Jesus, always about 

Jesus, and may Jesus, the Light of the World, shine brightly on our congregation, our campus 

and our community. 

C: We pray your blessing on our ministry, O Lord. 

P: Through his years of ministry, You have blessed Pastor Marks with a family who has loved 

and supported him and who he has loved in return. Continue to bless Krista, Chloe, Carter, 

Sadie and Riley, that their ongoing support and encouragement would be a blessing to Pastor 

Mark’s ministry. 

C: We pray your blessing on this family, O Lord. 

P: Lord Jesus, You have told us that the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. We pray 

that You would continue to raise up church workers through the ministry of Immanuel to the 

whole DeKalb community and to the students at NIU. May the joy of a loving, forgiving 

Savior be a message that cannot be contained but instead must be proclaimed near and far for 

the building up of Your Kingdom.  We pray all of this in our risen Savior‘s name. 

C: Amen 

 

*     Musical Blessing – “May the Lord, Mighty God”   C-J Motisi, soloist 

 

+    The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, 

       Thy kingdom come,  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

       give us this day our daily bread; 

       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

     For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

+ The Communion Liturgy 

P: Dear Friends, since it is our intention to come to the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, it 

is proper that we diligently examine ourselves as St. Paul tells us to do, for this Holy 

Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort and strengthening of those who humbly 

confess their sins and hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
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C: O Almighty God, I am a poor miserable sinner.  I confess to You all my sins with which 

I have ever offended you.  I deserve Your punishment now and forever.  But I am sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them.  Out of Your great mercy and for the sake of 

Jesus Christ be gracious and merciful to me. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the 

power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life.  

P: By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ through His sacrifice and victory and on account 

of His grace, I forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Celebration of Holy Communion 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you.  

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord.  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary...  evermore praising you and saying: 
 

Sanctus  (Sung) LSB p. 208   

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

 Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

 Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

 Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 

The Words of Institution 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  
 

Agnus Dei   (Sung) LSB p.163 

C  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

      Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

      Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
                              Text: © 1975 International Consultation on English Texts. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001197 

 

* The Distribution  
 

Hymns Sung During Distribution    

“Shine, Jesus Shine”  --Led by Spritwind 

1. Lord, the light of Your love is shining in the midst of the darkness shining; 

              Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us. 

              Set us free by truth You now bring us, Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

 Chorus:  Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; 

                Blaze spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire.  Flow river flow, 

                Flood the nations with grace and mercy. 

                Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light. 
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2. Lord, I come to Your awesome presence,  

       From the shadows into the Your radiance; 

       By the blood I may enter Your brightness, 

       Search me, try me, consume all my darkness, Shine on me, shine on me. Chorus 
 

3. As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, So our faces display Your likeness; 

                Ever changing from glory to glory, 

                Mirror’d here may our lives tell Your story,  

                Shine on me, shine on me.  Chorus  

 

“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”  LSB #637 

1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 

Offered was He for greatest and for least, 

Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 
 

2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 

To all believers life eternal yields; 

With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 

Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 
 

3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 

And take the pledges of salvation here. 

O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 

As in this feast of love You bless us now. 
                          Text: Public domain 

 

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” LSB #643 

1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, 

    Our true faith confessing, 

The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

    The Supper is ended. 

    O now be extended 

The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

    The seed of His teaching, 

    Receptive souls reaching, 

Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

    His grace did invite us, 

    His love shall unite us 

To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 
 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

    To God ever-living, 

The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 

    Our faith ever sharing, 

    In love ever caring, 

Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 



11 | P a g e  
* = sit               + = stand 

    With Your feast You feed us, 

    With Your light now lead us; 

Unite us as one in this life that we share. 

    Then may all the living 

    With praise and thanksgiving 

Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001197 

 

+ The Benediction 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

     The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

     The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

+ The Recessional Hymn:  “The Church’s One Foundation”  LSB #644 vs. 1, 2 & 5 

1 The Church’s one foundation 

      Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

      She is His new creation 

      By water and the Word. 

      From heav’n He came and sought her 

      To be His holy bride; 

      With His own blood He bought her, 

      And for her life He died. 
 

2 Elect from ev’ry nation, 

     Yet one o’er all the earth; 

     Her charter of salvation: 

     One Lord, one faith, one birth. 

     One holy name she blesses, 

     Partakes one holy food, 

     And to one hope she presses 

     With ev’ry grace endued. 
 

5 Yet she on earth has union 

      With God, the Three in One, 

      And mystic sweet communion 

      With those whose rest is won. 

      O blessèd heav’nly chorus! 

      Lord, save us by Your grace 

      That we, like saints before us, 

      May see You face to face. 
         Text: Public domain 

 

*    The Postlude 

+               +                + 
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The Participants 

The Liturgist ……………………………………………………………………..…. Rev. James Miller 

                                                      Hospice Chaplain, Lutheran Senior Services, St. Louis, MO 

                                                                                               Chaplain – I, Mercy Hospital, Festus, MO 
 

The Preachers ………………………………………………………………………….Rev. John Prohl,  

                                                                                 Assistant to the President, Northern Illinois District                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                       Rev. Brad Urlaub                         

                                                                                               St. Mark Lutheran Church; Janesville, WI 
 

The Musicians/Vocalists ……………………………………………………… Linda Conrad, Organist 

                                                                               C-J Motisi, Pianist/Soloist, Adult Choir Director 

                                                                                                       Angela Pringnitz, Spiritwind Director 

                                                                                                                               Immanuel Adult Choir 

                                                                                                                     Rev. James Miller, Keyboard 

                                                            Amy Haeseker & Ellen Olsen, Spiritwind Guitar & Vocalists 
                                                                                                                     

Acolyte …………………………………………………………………………………..  Brayden Goff 
 

Crucifer ………………………………………………………………………………….  Heather Allen 
 

Ushers …………………………………………………………….……… Chris Cook & Keith Nelson 

                                                                                                       Dan Lohmeier, Kyle VonSchnase 
 

Communion Assistants ……………………...………………Ken Boldt, Will Michels, Brian Pringnitz 
 

Sound Board Operator ………………………………………………………………..……... Ted Stone 
 

Video/Slide Projection ……………………………………………………………...….. Rachel Schmitt 
 

Slide Preparation ………………………………………………………………………..... Nathan Allen 
 

Radio Narrator …………………………………………………………………………….. Chris Ewald 
 

Greeters ……………………………………………………………………….  Norm & Marion Gilbert 
 

Altar Guild ………………………………………………………………………...  Carolyn McQuillan 

+               +                + 
 

THE WORSHIP SERVICE IS BROADCAST EACH SUNDAY AT 10:30 A.M. ON WLBK 1360. 

 

Radio Broadcast: “To the glory of God in celebration of Pastor Marty’s 25 years in ministry and in 

thanks to the people of Immanuel for the many blessings during our college years,” by 

members of the Lutheran Student Alumni. 

 

Altar Flowers:  “To the glory of God in celebration of Pastor Marty and his family as we recognize 

the 25th anniversary of his ordination into ministry,” by the people of Immanuel.   
 

+               +                + 
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+               +                + 

Schedule of Events 

Sunday, October 9, 2022 

9:00 a.m. Celebration Worship Service 

Social time & Appetizers 

 Immediately following the Service we will have approximately 45 minutes before lunch is served 

to enjoy appetizers and social time in the narthex.   

 Seating for the luncheon is open, with the exception of the head table.   

 We will begin the luncheon with a table prayer and be dismissed by table for the buffet line.     

Luncheon  

 Table Prayer 

 Buffet Lunch 

 10 minute break 

Program 

 Opening Prayer 

 Traveling from Middle Earth to the Final Frontier 

                     -- An Adventure Through the Past, Present, and Future of Pastor Marty’s Ministry 

 Closing Prayer 

 

Thank-you:  On behalf of the Marks’ family and the committee, we would like to thank all who have 

come forward to help with preparations for the day. 
  

 In addition to the committee, who served in a variety of factions, the following volunteered time to 

help with the event:   

• The Mailing of Invitations:  Marion Gilbert; 

• The Set up:  NIU alumni, youth of Immanuel; 

• The Appetizers:  The Peer Ministry Team,  Pat McKinley; 

• The Luncheon:  Brian & Angela Pringnitz, Katie Martinez, Kristen Goff, Sue Harms, 

Immanuel Middle & High School Youth, the people of Immanuel for donation of dishes for 

the dinner; 

• The Clean Up:  Tom Sawyer, Pat McKinley, the youth and all willing hands; 

• The committee also appreciates the assistance and input from Krista Marks. 

  

 Thank you everyone for your generous outpouring of support as we celebrate this milestone in Pastor 

Marty’s Servant Journey. 

                 In His Service 

                 The committee:   

                 Jen Allen,  Darlene Hillman,  Linda Hursh, Judy Olsen, Ann Nelson & Carol Nelson 

 

+               +                + 
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Marty Marks was born March 7, 1970 in LaGrange Park, IL and was baptized 

at St. John’s Lutheran Church in LaGrange the next month.  

Marty graduated from Lyons Township High School in June of 1988 and began 

attending Northern Illinois University in the fall. During the next 4 ½ years, 

Marty was actively involved in the campus ministry at Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in DeKalb, IL. While in college, Marty participated in ROTC, played 

for 1 year on the NIU baseball team, and served as the president of Neptune 

Hall. He graduated in December of 1992 with a Bachelor's degree in history 

with Political Science and Military Science minors. He was also commissioned 

as a 2nd Lieutenant into the United States Army.  

In August of 1989, Marty met Krista Dehlin who was on her way to visit Immanuel. Despite her 

better judgement, Krista spent the next few months “hanging out”  with Marty.  They were 

engaged In January of 1990 and were married at Immanuel on May 22, 1993. Apart from being a 

child of God, Marty insists that meeting and marrying Krista is the most significant and formative 

event in his life.  

Marty began his graduate pastoral education at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, MO in June 1993. 

Marty served his vicarage (internship year) at several St. Louis area congregations including one 

in Wright City where he started a mission church. He graduated in August of 1997 with a Master 

of Divinity degree and was certified to serve as a pastor in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 

During those same years, Krista attended Washington University in St. Louis where she earned 

her Master of Social Work degree with an emphasis in Children and Youth.  She would soon, 

thereafter, complete additional requirements for a licensure in School Social Work. 

Marty was ordained as a Pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Grand Island, Nebraska on August 24, 

1997 where he was also installed as Associate Pastor. Rev. John Prohl preached for the 

ordination.  

In September of 1998, Pastor Marty accepted the call to serve at Lord of Life Lutheran Church in 

Little Rock, Arkansas.  During their time in Little Rock, Marty and Krista were blessed with their 

first child, Riley, in December of 2000. 

On April 14, 2002, Pastor Marty was installed as the Campus Pastor and Senior Pastor of Immanuel 

Lutheran Church in DeKalb, IL.  He spent the next 20 years training up thousands of college 

students for active service in God’s kingdom and caring for the people of Immanuel as their 

pastor. Marty has a passion for the community of DeKalb as well as for Northern Illinois 

University and has served in many capacities, both officially and unofficially, in service to the 

“Communiversity.” Marty has frequently served as the president of ACRO (the Association of 

Campus Religious Organizations) over the past 20 years, a group that connects the University 

leadership with the various campus ministries in DeKalb.  Over their years in DeKalb, Marty and 

Krista were blessed by the births of three more children; Sadie in January 2004, Carter in January 

2007, and Chloe in November 2009. 
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Pastor Marty has served the LCMS in various district roles and as a delegate to the Synodical 

convention on two separate occasions.  He has also organized the Campus Ministry Leadership 

Conference, bringing together college student leaders from across the country for the past 15-plus 

years.  

 Pastor Marty treasures above all other earthly things, his family. His wife Krista, and children, Riley, 

Sadie, Carter, and Chloe, are God’s greatest gifts to his life. Each member of his family has 

brought him both joy and meaning in life and has helped form him to be the person and servant 

that he is now.  Marty also rejoices in his two brothers, Bob and Jerry, who have blessed him in 

so many ways over the years.  

 Last, but certainly not least, Marty rejoices in the joy of being able to serve not only as pastor, but 

also as friend and partner, with the people of Immanuel over these past 20 years. The people 

of Immanuel are a very real family to him and he is so very honored to have been invited into 

their lives and they into his. In addition to the members of the congregation, Marty rejoices in the 

many staff who have worked alongside him and have been a great and wonderful blessing to 

him.  Unique among the staff is Marty’s partnership with Darlene Hillman who puts up with him 

and pushes him to continually strive to be the best he can be in serving God’s people.  

 Pastor Marty is passionate about the study of God’s Word and loves teaching Bible studies and 

preaching. He also loves people and cherishes developing relationships with anyone who is 

willing to talk to him. New Zealand holds a special place in his heart and countless memories of 

his time there with family during his Sabbatical.  He enjoys playing tabletop and card games and 

loves all things fantasy and science fiction.  He consistently misuses pop cultural references and 

memes, loves cheese dip, and sees Ninjas everywhere he goes. He believes the love of Jesus and 

the ability to serve Him can be found in some of the most surprising places. Jesus defines his 

world!  

 

+               +                + 
 

Gloria Deo Gratia - to God be the Glory 
 

+               +                + 


